TERM PAPER GUIDELINES

1.
You have considerable discretion for the subject matter of the term paper required for this class. The basic objective is for you to use economic analysis and logical reasoning to examine an issue in applied microeconomics, industrial organization or business strategy. You are encouraged to go beyond merely replicating what other scholars have found. Use your creativity and analytical prowess to explore new ideas or new perspectives on old ideas.   

2.
The paper should be approximately 10 pages in length, typed, and double-spaced. The font size should be 12 pt.  Spelling and grammatical errors should be steadfastly avoided as they signal a lack of precision and attention to detail.  The due date for the paper is listed in the syllabus.  Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day. You should anticipate that grading for this paper will be demanding yet fair.

3.
The paper should contain an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion. A list of references (full citation) should be provided at the end of the paper. Use inter-library loan and the Web for references not contained in the library. 

4.
The introduction should state your position in the case and the basic premises employed in your analysis. The end of the introduction should contain a brief description of the remaining sections of the paper. 

5.
The main body of the paper should contain your economic analysis and logical reasoning. You should take great care to differentiate your ideas from those discussed in the cited references.

6.
The conclusion should briefly restate your position and provide a summary of your principal findings, including areas of agreement and disagreement with previous research. 

7.
It should be emphasized that this is a research paper, not a book report. You are expected to cite a number of references in support of your claims and analysis. Footnotes should be used to give credit to the rightful author for a particular idea or statement.

8.
You should employ mathematics and/or geometrical arguments at your discretion. That said, rigor alone does not magically transform an uninteresting idea or perspective into an interesting one. 

9.
This paper should be written with the longer run goal in mind of providing prospective employers with a sample of your writing and analytical skills.

10.
This paper is supposed to represent independent work. Collaboration with others in writing this paper is expressly prohibited. Intellectual discussion and debate with your fellow students concerning ideas, concepts and approaches is strongly encouraged. 

